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ATTITUDE

Architect Richard Williams  
revives a 1936 Bauhaus gem set  

on a pristine, wooded site
Text by SHARON JAFFE DAN

Photography by ANICE HOACHLANDER 

The preserved home is perched on a forest 
crest in suburban Maryland; crisp-white, 

corbeled masonry around the windows nods to 
Art Deco style. An original steel rail (opposite) 

details a new window framing a water view.



86  HOMEANDDESIGN.COM   jan/feb 2024

Renovation Architecture: Richard Williams, FAIA, principal; Nolan Ediger, AIA; 
Rukhasar Bagwan, Richard Williams Architects, PLLC, Washington, DC. Interior  
Design: Dieter Thelen, Planungsbüro, Neu-Isenburg, Germany. Renovation  
Contractor: Bruce Ottati, Ottati & Associates, Inc., Washington, DC. 

 W
hile century-old Cape Cods 
and bungalows proliferate 
in the greater Washing-
ton area, well-preserved 
Bauhaus structures from 
the period are few and far 
between. So when architect 
Richard Williams first laid 
eyes on a 1936 Bauhaus 
home with potential buyers, 

he was stoked. “Coming across a home in this style that’s still intact, 
though it had been added onto, was a real find,” he recalls. 

The couple with two young kids was also smitten with the 
property, located on a wooded, two-and-a-half-acre site over-
looking a lake in suburban Maryland. After Williams made a 
quick study to see if renovating the dated gem was feasible for 
their budget, they cinched the deal. Originally designed by New 
York architects Robert Hutchins and William Huntington, the 
residence embraced the Bauhaus style of its day with a flat roof, 
strong horizontal lines and minimal exterior detail. Updates in 
the 1980s and ’90s created a second-level primary suite and, on 
the western side of the home, added on new living space, a pool 
cabana and a garage. 

Stuck with compartmentalized rooms, lackluster finishes and 
a convoluted layout, the six-bedroom residence was ripe for 

An existing pool and terrace (opposite) punctuate the 
pristine landscape; the pool cabana on the left is now a 
gym. The new foyer (this page) makes a bold statement 
with its Corten steel stair rail, metallic ceiling and open, 

airy vistas of the dining room and lake beyond. A Douglas 
fir scrim delineates the adjacent living room. 

improvement. “It was an amazing place that had been abused and 
misunderstood,” relates Williams, who was hired for the redo. “We 
needed to get it back to its roots and bring a 21st-century sensibil-
ity to this very cool house.” The architect and his team envisioned 
a makeover that would streamline the floor plan, modernize the 
interiors and forge stronger connections to the picture-perfect site.

The existing foyer contained a walled-in stairway and two 
doors, one leading back to the dining room and the other to the 
main living room on the right. The ’90s-era kitchen and family 
room awaited on the left, while on the far right, additions con-
tained another family room/library and office. 

“It was a bit weird,” observes Williams. “The kitchen was 
located on the east side and, in our opinion, imbalanced the entire 
life of the house because on the west side there was a swimming 
pool, garage and terraces. There were also two living spaces back-
to-back,” he adds, “so you couldn’t justify how one was different 
from the other. It seemed redundant and wasteful.”

Order was restored by shifting the kitchen to the opposite side 
of the house. Replacing the extra family room and office in the 
west wing, Williams designed a large new kitchen and family 
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New caption here: windows and doors by Loewen bathe the living room in natural light. An MDF Italia 
ottoman, a Blu Dot chair and red Baleri Italia poufs gather on a blue FleNew floor-to-ceiling windows and 
doors by Loewen bathe the living room in natural light. An MDF Italia ottoman, a Blu Dot chair and red 
Baleri Italia poufs gather on a blue Flexform carpet.xform carpet.

A woven-aluminum light fixture 
by Cattelani & Smith animates 
the living room’s slatted wall.  
The sofa is by Flexform.



New floor-to-ceiling windows and doors by Loewen 
bathe the living room in natural light. An MDF Italia 
ottoman, a Blu Dot chair and red Baleri Italia poufs 
gather on a blue carpet.
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Clockwise from above: The new kitchen occupies the western side of the 
home. Its cabinets were designed by Richard Williams and fabricated by 
Ferris Custom Cabinetry. The main sink enjoys a stellar view. Corten steel 

fronts the large island; Flos pendants echo the patinaed finish. Emser 
porcelain tiles pave the floor. 
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Clockwise from above: A Venetian plaster wall finish applied by Twin Diamond Studios gives the wine room its cave-like feel. Pitts concocted the storage 
system in the conditioned, glass-enclosed cellar. Custom, white-painted cabinets from Lyndon Heath Cabinetry line the kitchen’s periphery. For the 

bespoke island, Pitts chose a weathered finish to complement the gray-washed ash floors; Rejuvenation pendants hover above. Open shelves flank the 
GE pizza oven. Furniture from Palecek populates an indoor-outdoor space. 

room overlooking the terrace and a side yard where the kids play. 
His plan also orchestrated a new mudroom, forging a clear path 
from the kitchen to the garage and pool. “This rebalancing cre-
ated a whole new center of life,” the architect reports. “In the 
absence of the former kitchen, we created a new study-hall zone 
with a media room, library and meeting area.” 

Though the home’s 7,600-square-foot footprint remained 
unchanged, a comprehensive renovation completed with builder 
Bruce Ottati replaced everything from HVAC systems, roofing 
and insulation to flooring, bathrooms and fenestration. A min-
imal material palette, including rift-and-quartered white oak 
floors, white walls and enlarged windows, simplified the aesthetic 
and let the views take center stage. Says Williams, “We intro-
duced a new attitude, but one that I think is really in keeping with 
the original 1936 project.”

Today, guests arrive in a reimagined foyer that opens to the 
dining room with views of the lake beyond. In lieu of confining 
walls and doors, a slatted scrim of Douglas fir delineates living 
and dining areas. Though the original stairway remains intact, 
Williams traded the drywall side rail for a panel of weathered 
steel that elevates the entry, along with a ceiling painted in deep, 
metallic gold. “I thought that the weathered steel, also repeated 
on the kitchen island, would shake up the restrained nature of the 
interiors,” explains the architect. 

Scaled as a generous hub for family and social life, the kitchen 
maximizes prime views of the landscape. Custom cabinets in wal-
nut and deep blue echo hues of woods and sky. Threads of blue are 
woven throughout the interiors, outfitted by interior designer Dieter 
Thelen with clean-lined furniture and bold, modern art. 

The overhaul also revamped the lower level as well as five 
second-floor bedrooms and all of the baths. The rehabbed pri-
mary bathroom, clad in marble tile, now offers some of the best 
views in the house through one of several porthole windows likely 
added in the 1980s redo. 

In its latest iteration, the residence has come full circle. “By 
opening the house up, you get a sense of limitless movement, and 
that’s a pretty great feeling,” Williams reflects. “I suspect the orig-
inal house was that way too. In general, we tried to make it live 
up to its potential.”  

SOURCES OF NOTE 
Foyer Ceiling Paint: goldenpaintworks.com. Windows & Doors: loewen.com and 
windsorwindows.com through thesanderscompany.com. Foyer Stair Rail: Metal 
Specialties; 540-967-4836. Kitchen Flooring: emser.com. For a complete list of 
resources, see homeanddesign.com.

“We needed to bring a 
21st-century sensibility 

to this very cool house.”                   —RICHARD WILLIAMS

The new primary bath evokes a sense of serenity,  
with its Carrara marble walls and mosaic floor.  
A spacious shower is positioned to play up views  
of the lake. The Victoria + Albert tub is fitted with  
a tub filler from Newport Brass.  


